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Music development plan summary: 
Bourne Primary School 

Overview 

Detail Information 

Academic year that this summary covers 2025 - 2026 

Date this summary was published September 2025 

Date this summary will be reviewed September 2026 

Name of the school music lead Michelle Green 

Name of school leadership team member with 
responsibility for music (if different) 

Carole Millard 

Name of local music hub  Hillingdon Music Services 

Name of other music education organisation(s) 
(if partnership in place)  

N/A 

 

This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across 

three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and 

what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and 

parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our 

pupils’ music education.  

Part A: Curriculum music 

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and 

any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve. 

All pupils in Key Stages 1 and 2 receive at least one hour of timetabled curriculum 

music each week, taught by a teacher. Our curriculum is informed by the Model Music 

Curriculum (March 2021) and is designed to be inclusive and accessible for all, 

including pupils with SEND. Lessons are differentiated to support all learners, including 

those with SEND, using adapted instruments, visual resources, and additional adult 

support where needed. 

Pupils learn to sing and play a range of instruments, including untuned and tuned 

percussion, recorder, ukulele, and keyboard. Whole-class ensemble teaching is 

provided in Years 3 and 4, with all pupils learning recorder and ukulele. 

We work closely with Hillingdon Music Services, who provide curriculum support, CPD 

for staff, and visiting musicians. 
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Curriculum Overview by Year Group 

Bourne uses Charanga’s Creative Curriculum to deli 

 

Year Singing Listening Composing Musicianship / 

Performing 

Year 1 Sing simple 

songs, 

chants, and 

rhymes from 

memory; 

call-and-

response; 

Listen to a 

variety of 

music 

(classical, 

blues, world); 

discuss 

stories and 

Improvise 

simple vocal 

chants; 

create sound 

effects; 

explore 

rhythm and 

Develop steady beat, 

rhythm, and pitch 

through movement, 

body percussion, and 

instruments; respond 

to pulse and tempo. 
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small pitch 

range (mi-

so); explore 

pentatonic 

songs. 

traditions; 

experience 

live and 

recorded 

performances. 

pitch 

patterns; use 

simple 

graphic 

notation. 

Year 2 Sing songs 

with pitch 

range do-so; 

increasing 

vocal control; 

demonstrate 

dynamics and 

tempo. 

Listen to a 

wider range of 

music (e.g. 

Ravel, 

Beatles, 

gamelan); 

explore world 

music 

traditions. 

Create music 

in response 

to stimuli; 

improvise 

question-

and-answer 

phrases; use 

graphic, dot, 

and stick 

notation. 

Mark the beat, group 

beats in twos/threes; 

play copycat rhythms; 

read stick notation; 

match pitch using 

tuned percussion. 

Year 3 Sing unison 

songs with 

pitch range 

do–so; 

perform 

actions in 

time; 

participate as 

a choir. 

Listen to 

genres incl. 

Handel, 

Mussorgsky, 

Rahman, 

Beatles, world 

music. 

Improvise 

short 

responses; 

structure 

musical 

ideas; 

compose 

using 

rhythmic 

notation and 

letter names. 

Play tuned 

percussion/recorder; 

perform melodies 

from staff notation; 

introduce stave, lines, 

spaces, clef. 

Year 4 Sing unison 

songs with 

octave range 

(do–do); sing 

rounds and 

partner 

songs; begin 

simple 

harmonies. 

Listen to 

Beethoven, 

Hildegard, 

Rutter, jazz, 

indie, world 

music. 

Improvise on 

limited 

pitches; 

combine 

rhythmic 

notation and 

letter names; 

compose for 

mood; 

introduce 

chords. 

Develop skills on 

selected instrument; 

play melodies from 

staff notation (C–G); 

perform in two or 

more parts. 

Year 5 Sing broad 

repertoire 

Listen to 

Vaughan 

Improvise 

over 

Play melodies on 

tuned 
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incl. three-

part rounds, 

partner 

songs, 

verse/chorus; 

perform in 

assemblies. 

Williams, 

Coleridge-

Taylor, 

Britten, 

80s/90s pop, 

world music. 

drone/groove; 

compose 

melodies in 

pairs of 

phrases; 

compose 

ternary 

pieces; use 

chords. 

percussion/keyboards; 

understand/play 

triads; perform in 

mixed ensembles. 

Year 6 Sing broad 

range incl. 

syncopated 

rhythms, 

three-/four-

part rounds; 

perform to 

wider 

audiences. 

Listen to 

Tchaikovsky, 

Meredith, 

wide range of 

classical, pop, 

world music. 

Extend 

improvisation; 

create music 

with multiple 

sections; 

compose 

8/16-beat 

phrases; use 

music 

software. 

Play melodies from 

staff notation within 

octave; accompany 

with chords/bass 

lines; ensemble 

playing. 

 

 

 

 

Year-by-Year Curriculum Details 

Year 1 

 Singing: 

 Sing simple songs, chants, and rhymes from memory, collectively and at the same 

pitch. 

 Begin with songs using a small pitch range (mi-so), progressing to pentatonic 

songs. 

 Explore call-and-response songs to develop pitch accuracy. 

 Listening: 

 Listen to a variety of music, including classical (e.g. Mozart’s 'Rondo alla Turca', 

Holst’s 'Mars'), blues (Ma Rainey), and world music (Brazilian samba). 

 Experience live and recorded performances, and discuss the stories and traditions 

behind the music. 
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 Composing: 

 Improvise simple vocal chants and create sound effects or short sequences in 

response to stimuli. 

 Explore rhythm and pitch patterns, invent and recall them, and use simple graphic 

notation. 

 Musicianship: 

 Develop a sense of steady beat, rhythm, and pitch through movement, body 

percussion, and classroom instruments. 

 Respond to pulse and tempo changes in music through movement and dance. 

Year 2 

 Singing: 

 Sing songs with a pitch range of do-so, with increasing vocal control and accurate 

pitching. 

 Understand and demonstrate dynamics (loud/quiet) and tempo (fast/slow) when 

singing. 

 Listening: 

 Listen to a wider range of music, including Anna Clyne’s 'Night Ferry', Ravel’s 

'Bolero', and popular music such as Elvis Presley’s 'Hound Dog' and The Beatles’ 

'With A Little Help from My Friends'. 

 Explore world music traditions, such as Indonesian gamelan. 

 Composing: 

 Create music in response to non-musical stimuli (e.g. a storm), and improvise 

question-and-answer phrases. 

 Use graphic, dot, and stick notation to record compositions. 

 Musicianship: 

 Mark the beat, group beats in twos and threes, and identify beat groupings in 

familiar music. 

 Play copycat rhythms, create rhythms from word phrases, and read simple stick 

notation. 

 Play singing games based on the cuckoo interval (so-mi), and match pitch using 

tuned percussion. 

Year 3 

 Singing: 

 Sing a widening range of unison songs with a pitch range of do–so, tunefully and 

with expression. 

 Perform actions in time to action songs and participate as a choir in assemblies. 

 Listening: 

 Listen to music from a range of genres, including Handel’s 'Hallelujah', 

Mussorgsky’s 'Night on a Bare Mountain', and A.R. Rahman’s 'Jai Ho'. 
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 Explore popular music (James Brown, Chic, The Beatles) and world music (Indian 

classical, samba, gamelan). 

 Composing: 

 Improvise short responses using a limited note range, structure musical ideas, and 

compose using known rhythmic notation and letter names. 

 Compose song accompaniments on untuned percussion. 

 Musicianship: 

 Develop facility in playing tuned percussion or melodic instruments (e.g. recorder, 

violin). 

 Play and perform melodies following staff notation (Middle C–E/do–mi), and copy 

melodic phrases at different speeds. 

 Introduce the stave, lines, spaces, and clef; understand crotchets and paired 

quavers. 

Year 4 

 Singing: 

 Sing a broad range of unison songs with an octave range (do–do), and follow 

directions for crescendo and decrescendo. 

 Sing rounds and partner songs in different time signatures, and begin to sing 

simple harmonies. 

 Listening: 

 Listen to Beethoven’s 'Symphony No. 5', Hildegard’s 'O Euchari', and Rutter’s 'For 

the Beauty of the Earth'. 

 Explore jazz ('Take the ‘A’ Train'), 90s indie ('Wonderwall'), and world music 

(Bhangra, calypso, samba). 

 Composing: 

 Improvise on a limited range of pitches, make compositional decisions, and 

combine rhythmic notation with letter names to create pentatonic phrases. 

 Arrange notation cards to create sequences, compose music for a mood, and 

introduce major/minor chords. 

 Musicianship: 

 Develop basic skills on a selected instrument, play melodies following staff 

notation (C–G/do–so), and perform in two or more parts. 

 Read and perform pitch notation, follow simple rhythmic scores, and maintain 

individual parts in ensemble work. 

Year 5 

 Singing: 

 Sing a broad range of songs from an extended repertoire, including three-part 

rounds, partner songs, and songs with verse and chorus. 

 Perform in assemblies and school performances. 

 Listening: 
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 Listen to Vaughan Williams’ 'English Folk Song Suite', Coleridge-Taylor’s 

'Symphonic Variations on an African Air', and Britten’s 'This Little Babe'. 

 Explore 80s synth/pop, 90s singer/songwriter, and world music (Nigerian 

drumming, South African choral). 

 Composing: 

 Improvise over a drone or groove, experiment with dynamics, and compose 

melodies in pairs of phrases. 

 Compose ternary pieces, use chords for atmosphere, and record ideas using 

notation or technology. 

 Musicianship: 

 Play melodies on tuned percussion or keyboards (Middle C–C′/do–do), understand 

and play triads, and perform in mixed ensembles. 

 Develop playing by ear, read and perform notation within an octave, and 

understand time signatures. 

Year 6 

 Singing: 

 Sing a broad range of songs, including those with syncopated rhythms, as part of 

a choir. 

 Continue singing three- and four-part rounds, develop listening skills, and perform 

to wider audiences. 

 Listening: 

 Listen to Tchaikovsky’s '1812 Overture', Anna Meredith’s 'Connect It', and a wide 

range of classical, popular, and world music. 

 Explore Middle Eastern, English, Polish, Argentinian, and South African musical 

traditions. 

 Composing: 

 Extend improvisation skills, create music with multiple sections, use chord 

changes, and compose 8- or 16-beat melodic phrases using the pentatonic scale. 

 Compose ternary pieces, use music software/apps, and discuss musical contrasts. 

 Musicianship: 

 Play melodies following staff notation within an octave, accompany with chords or 

bass lines, and engage in ensemble playing. 

 Read and play from notation, confidently identify note names and durations, and 

participate in a transition project to consolidate learning. 
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Part B: Co-curricular Music 

Pupils can access small group and individual tuition in piano, guitar, violin, and voice, 

delivered by peripatetic teachers from Hillingdon Music Services. Tuition is subsidised for 

pupils eligible for pupil premium. 

Choirs and Ensembles: 

- School Choir: Open to all pupils in Years 1–6, rehearsing weekly, with a specialist 

teacher and performing at school and community events, such as the Polish War 

Memorial. 

- Instrumental Ensemble: Open to pupils learning instruments, rehearsing weekly. 

- Recorder Club: Open to Year 4. 

Instrument loans are available for pupils learning through the music service. Pupils are 

encouraged to work towards graded music exams where appropriate. 

The music room and hall can be made available for rehearsals and individual practice 

during lunchtimes and after school. 
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Part C: Musical Experiences 

Regular Events: 

- Singing assemblies for all year groups, weekly. 

- Termly school concerts and performances, including Christmas, spring, and summer 

shows. 

- Participation in local music festivals and events organised by Hillingdon Music Services. 

Trips and Live Music: 

- Annual musical performance / pantomime to the whole school. 

- Trip for Years UKS2 to a professional concert or musical (staff permitting). 

- Visiting musicians and workshops at least once per year for all pupils. 

All events are free or subsidised for pupils eligible for pupil premium. 
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In the Future 

 Introduce whole-class steel pan drumming in Year 5. 

 Expand instrumental tuition following Parent Survey feedback. 

 Increase opportunities for pupils to perform in the wider community. 

 Develop a digital music club using music technology. 

 Continue to strengthen partnerships with Hillingdon Music Services and explore 

links with local secondary schools. 
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Further Information  

For more information about music at Bourne Primary School, please contact Michelle 

Green (Music Lead). 

Hillingdon Music Services provides further opportunities for pupils and families: 

https://www.hillingdon.gov.uk/music 

The Department for Education publishes a guide for parents and young people on music 

education: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/music-education-information-for-

parents-and-young-people 

 

 


